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This Candidate Questionnaire presents the views of the major-party candidates running to become

Iowa's governor in 2018. Incumbent candidate Governor Kim Reynolds and retired businessman

Fred Hubbell answered the Coalition’s questions on seven important child and family policy issues.

All responses are printed without editing. 

 

A thank you to both candidates for responding to these important questions.

ABOUT THIS QUESTIONNAIRE

The Children’s Policy Coalition is a group of almost 30 Iowa organizations committed to raising

children’s issues in state and federal elections.

ABOUT THE CHILDREN’S POLICY COALITION

Achieving Maximum Potential 
Blank Children’s Hospital 
Child & Family Policy Center 
Child Care Resource & Referral of Central Iowa 
Coalition for Family and Children’s Services 
Drake Legal Clinic 
Early Childhood Iowa of Central Iowa 
Every Child Matters in Iowa 
Interfaith Alliance of Iowa 
Iowa Afterschool Alliance 
Iowa Association for the Education of Young 
   Children 
Iowa Chapter of the American Academy of  
   Pediatrics 
Iowa Citizen Action Network 

Iowa Community Action Association 
Iowa Head Start Association 
Iowa Public Health Association 
Iowa State Education Association 
Joan & Lyle Middleton Center for Children’s 
   Rights 
NAMI Iowa 
National Association of Social Workers,  
   Iowa Chapter 
Orchard Place 
Prevent Child Abuse Iowa 
Save the Children Action Network 
Teens Against Human Trafficking 
United Way of Central Iowa 
United Ways of Iowa 

The coalition is staffed by Every Child Matters, an advocacy organization seeking to make children
and families a national priority, and the Child and Family Policy Center, an Iowa-based research and
advocacy organization dedicated to promoting outcome-based policies that improve child well-
being. 
 
To learn more, contact Jill Applegate (japplegate@everychildmatters.org) or Sheila Hansen
(shansen@cfpciowa.org).



FRED 
HUBBELL

We need a budget and tax system that puts Iowans
first. Governor Culver appointed me to lead the
Department of Economic Development after the
film tax scandal cost Iowa millions. While at DED, I
helped identify $161 million annually in wasteful
tax credits, giveaways and exemptions – money
that should be going to education and healthcare.
As governor, I would re-prioritize our budget to
end these wasteful tax giveaways to ensure
education is fully funded, including pre-K for all 4
years olds, and that Iowans have access to quality,
affordable healthcare. 

GOV. 
REYNOLDS

Children’s health. This year, I signed a first of its
kind executive order to create a children’s mental
health care system. We are also fighting to lower
the costs of healthcare to help families in every
corner of Iowa. 
Safety. As a parent, as a grandparent, and a
mother to a schoolteacher, I want to be confident
in our school’s ability to keep students and
teachers safe. When our students feel safe, they
will be able to learn. We passed a bill that requires
all Iowa schools to have a high quality school
safety plan. 
Education. I have not only held K-12 education
funding harmless while other departments saw
budget cuts, $765 million in K-12 education over
the last 8 years, and only 3 other states in the
country have increased K-12 spending more than
Iowa in recent years. But we cannot fall into the
trap of only looking at dollar amounts. That’s why
we are proud of the Teacher Leadership and
Compensation System. As a parent to an educator,
as a grandparent to 9 grandchildren, schools being
both safe and effective is my top priority. 
Economic security. We want young Iowans to find
the economic security that comes with a good-
paying job. That’s why we launched Future Ready
Iowa, a workforce opportunity initiative that helps
Iowans find the skills they need for a career that
they love right here in Iowa. 
Development. This year, I signed legislation into
law that ends the practice of lunch shaming by
prohibiting schools from publicly listing students
who owe money for a school lunch, and also
setting up means for outside resources to be used.
No student should be distracted from learning
because of their financial situation. 

What is your plan to tackle tax policy issues to ensure a stable and adequate state
general fund to pay for Iowa priorities, like children’s health, safety, education,
economic security, and development? 

BUDGETING FOR IOWA'S PRIORITIES



FRED 
HUBBELL

Every Iowan deserves the opportunity to receive
lifelong education and job training they need to
lead successful lives. As governor, I would work to
ensure this by expanding investments in
education, from fully funding universal pre-K and
K-12 and making a higher education more
affordable, to ensuring every high school has job
training partnerships with local businesses and
community colleges. By fully funding education,
we can help ensure schools adequate teachers,
counselors, and support staff to empower every
student to their their full potential. 

GOV. 
REYNOLDS

I am a product of rural Iowa, and I know just how
important it is to leave no Iowa community behind.
I see education as a great equalizer of opportunity,
which is why as Lt. Governor and now as Governor
Iowa has become a national leader when it comes
to STEM education – science, technology,
engineering, and math. We want to make sure we
are preparing our kids for jobs in the future and
want to make sure they can compete. I am also
proud of the work being done by Future Ready
Iowa, through public-private partnerships,
investments in education, lower taxes, and less
regulations, because we are fostering an economy
that allows every Iowan the opportunity to
succeed. 

What actions will you take to reduce multigenerational poverty and ensure that all
children have access to equal opportunities to achieve success? 

FAMILY ECONOMIC SECURITY

FRED 
HUBBELL

GOV. 
REYNOLDS



Under Iowa’s current system, working parents can
be blocked out of child care benefits due to
eligibility cliffs. We need to reform Iowa’s benefit
structure so parents don’t have to choose between
accepting a raise or higher paying job, and being
able to afford quality child care for their children.
As governor, I will also fully fund all-day pre-K for
all 4 year olds, that provides additional childcare
support for working families. Considerations
should also be given to increasing the child tax
credit. 

I know how tough it is to make ends meet, while
also raising a family. My husband and I lived it for
many years of our life. That’s why I support
programs that help Iowa’s parents who need
childcare assistance, receive it. In SFY17, the state
invested an additional $8 million in state funds for
child care and in the 2018 HHS appropriations bill
includes an additional $5 million to increase the
reimbursement rate for child care providers. 

How will you support affordable child care and access to programs, promote the
importance of quality, and address child care workforce needs? 

EARLY EDUCATION & CHILD CARE

FRED 
HUBBELL

GOV. 
REYNOLDS



Earlier in my life, I worked at a childcare center,
where I saw firsthand how formative a full day
education can be on the development of young
people. As governor I will work to fully fund
universal pre-K and K-12 education, so every
Iowan can have a full learning environment to
better prepare our students for lifelong success. 
 
Before- and after-school programs should not just
be the obligation of the state, there’s a significant
role for the non-profit and business community to
help provide quality before- and after- support. 

We will continue to focus on child care. As well as
ensuring we are providing opportunities through
Future Ready Iowa. 
 
Read more about Future ready Iowa here:
https://www.futurereadyiowa.gov/ 

How would you ensure that all children and youth have access to high-quality before-
and afterschool and summer programming? 

AFTERSCHOOL & SUMMER LEARNING

FRED 
HUBBELL

GOV. 
REYNOLDS



In every community I visit, I hear how Iowans are
hurting from lack of access to the mental health
services they need. In December I released a
comprehensive mental health plan that includes
establishing a Children’s Mental Health Program,
expanding jail diversion programs, supporting
community-based services, and adding 50-75 new
in-patient beds across the state. As governor I’m
committed to putting real funding behind my plan
to enact the long-term solutions this crisis needs
and Iowans deserve. 

This year, I signed a first of its kind executive order
(EO2) to create a children’s mental health care
system to initially, develop and recommend
specific the steps necessary to build an integrated,
well-coordinated, and sustainable children’s
mental health system. And long-term, the Board
will serve as the state-board providing oversight
and technical assistance to the entire system. EO2
establishes a statewide children’s mental health
board charged with: 

What actions will you take to ensure access to services to address the developmental,
emotional, and mental health needs of infants, children and young adults? 

HEALTH & WELL-BEING

Analyze and identify target populations to be
served by the Children’s System;
Analyze and identify services to be delivered
locally to target populations to be served by the
Children’s System;
Analyze and design a long-term sustainable
funding structure for the Children’s System; 
Establish, as necessary or appropriate, any local
area boards, commissions, or entities and such
local area boards, commissions, or entities’
membership components and governance
expectations in order to further the purposes
and goals of the Children’s System, taking into
consideration geographical factors, existing
structures, services, or organizations, the
Mental Health and Disability Commission, and
judicial district lines;
Analyze and identify any legislative, regulatory,
and policy ideas that are designed to improve
children’s mental health in the State; 

FRED 
HUBBELL

GOV. 
REYNOLDS



In every community I visit, I hear how Iowans are
hurting from lack of access to the mental health
services they need. In December I released a
comprehensive mental health plan that includes
establishing a Children’s Mental Health Program,
expanding jail diversion programs, supporting
community-based services, and adding 50-75 new
in-patient beds across the state. As governor I’m
committed to putting real funding behind my plan
to enact the long-term solutions this crisis needs
and Iowans deserve. 

What actions will you take to reduce the number of children who are subject to abuse
and neglect, and how will you ensure that youth aging out of the foster care system
have a promising future? 

SAFETY & SECURITY

Reducing number of children subject to abuse
and neglect: 
Where allegations are less serious, connect
families with community care services. 
Focus on early intervention and prevention
services to strengthen families by building on the
family’s resources and developing supports in
the community.  
Brought in third party reviewer, The Child
Welfare Policy and Practice Group, to evaluate
Iowa’s child welfare system and make necessary
policy changes to ensure cases are adequately
assessed and investigated. For context, the
following are a few examples: 

Focus first on finding permanency/permanent adoptive families as quickly as possible.
Provide supports to prepare children in foster care for independence through teaching
life skills, budgeting, how to pay bills, etc.: 

Preparation for adult living (PAL): contracted provider teaches life skills, etc. to
children, regardless of where they reside
Supervised apartment living (SAL): children in the foster system have an opportunity
to gain independence through supervised apartment living – first through cluster
homes with 24/hour staff and later by living alone in an apartment 

Broadening the scope of what investigators
are looking for in an investigation (call comes
in re: malnourishment; rather than just
looking in the cupboards for food, train social
workers to recognize other signs of abuse)
Treating repeat calls (multiples calls re: same
child/family) as separate, but connected,
cases to indicate a larger issue. 

Hired a director with years of experience in advocating for children impacted by the child
welfare system.
Team is reviewing mandatory reporter training to ensure the reporters are trained to
understand and identify the signs of abuse. 

Kids aging out: 

Aftercare network keeps kids in touch with their peers, provides continued access to
providers, etc. 

FRED 
HUBBELL

GOV. 
REYNOLDS



Human trafficking is a serious problem that spans
across Iowa, and we must do more to increase
awareness, training, and prevention.  I support a
fully funded multidisciplinary team approach that
includes law enforcement, child protective
workers, educators, and labor inspectors, among
many others. This crucial effort is underway, but
needs to be expanded. 

Governor Reynolds and her team are working to
address the issue of human trafficking. Under her
leadership, Iowa’s Network Against Human
Trafficking has partnered with Nebraska’s
Coalition on Human Trafficking to launch the Iowa
Hotel/Motel Training Project.The governor is
honorary member of the NAHT’s Board of
Directors, which is designed to end human
trafficking through raising awareness, promoting
education, advocating for effective prevention,
intervention, rescue, and recovery services and
effective legislation and public policy. 
 To end human trafficking in Iowa in all of its forms.
Governor Reynolds is also a supporter of Marsy’s
Law, which would ensure crime victims and their
families are provided the same constitutional
rights as the accused. Iowa is one of only 15 states
that does not currently constitutionally protect
victims’ rights. 
 
Recently, the Iowa Network Against Human
Trafficking and Slavery presented Governor
Reynolds with the Outstanding Anti-Trafficking
Service award. The award recognizes Governor
Reynolds’ commitment to fight trafficking cases in
Iowa. 

How will you address the issue of human trafficking and ensure the broad-based
training needed to educate all Iowans that serve, teach, protect, respond or utilize our
natural resources? 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING

FRED 
HUBBELL

GOV. 
REYNOLDS



Budgeting for Iowa’s Priorities : 70 percent of Iowa’s general fund budget is directed to the health, safety, education,
economic security, and development of Iowa children and youth. Over the last twenty years, however, Iowa has
experienced several budget crises and across-the-board budget cuts affecting children, and some of these have yet to
be restored. State budget growth overall has lagged far behind the growth in the state’s economy, and lawmakers have
enacted and often phased in tax cuts that have made it difficult to maintain, let alone enhance, existing programs and
services to meet the needs of meet the health, education, safety and security needs of children. 
 
Family Economic Security: Almost 15 percent of Iowa children live in poverty, and many more live in households
struggling to make ends meet. Particularly when children are very young, their needs are greatest and their families are
at the lowest levels of their earnings. The growing inequality of income and wealth in America is developing into
disparity of opportunity for our kids, where higher income households bring more opportunities for greater success.
Persistent poverty is one of the strongest predictors of future health, education and social well‐being. Strong work
support programs and policies focused on family economic security lower rates of children living in poverty and enable
families to meet both their caregiving and bread winning roles.  This also includes tax policies that recognize the costs
for families of raising children. Iowa has a refundable EITC program that benefits very low-income families with
children, yet our lower standard deductions and small child tax credit mean many Iowa families owing no federal
income tax will owe state income taxes on their earnings needed to simply get by. 
 
Early Education and Child Care: Working parents depend on accessible child care to participate in the workforce and
provide income for their families. And whereas 80 percent of the brain develops by age 3, child care serves as a vital
opportunity for early learning; waiting until pre-kindergarten to support young children's educational needs comes far
too late. Effective early care and education is like a 4-legged stool; it requires affordability, accessibility, high-quality,
and a supported workforce. Yet 24 percent of Iowans live in a child care desert, where there are too few or no
providers in their area. The cost of both center-based and family child care out of reach for many families, yet eligibility
to receive child care assistance from the state is the one of the lowest in the nation at 145 percent of FPL. Iowa’s
providers are also struggling to make ends meet and attract professionals to the field, with an average annual income
of $20,410, and are not reimbursed at the current market rate for enrolling children with assistance benefits. 
 
Afterschool and Summer Learning: Before-school, afterschool and summer learning programs support working
families by filling the gap between work and school schedules, providing additional learning opportunities for youth
beyond the classroom, and keeping kids safe. 75 percent of Iowa parents support public funding for afterschool, and
yet the need for programs far exceeds the funding available. Among Iowa’s K-12 students, 145,383 are waiting for an
available program, and 114,865 are alone and unsupervised after school. Iowa provides some support for afterschool
and summer learning programs, but needs to do much more, particularly to meet its goal that all children are reading
proficiently by the end of third grade.  
 
Health and Well-Being: Access to well-child visits to determine ongoing health and mental health needs is critical to a
child’s development. 1 in 5 Iowa children suffer from a mental health condition in their childhood or adolescence, yet
only about 1.5 percent of these youth accesses treatment. Children with a mental health diagnosis are at-risk for
dropping out of school, entering into the juvenile justice system, becoming homeless, and inflicting self-harm. The lack
of a statewide children’s mental health system means existing services are uncoordinated, difficult to navigate, and are
not uniformly available across the state. Additionally, considering that children comprise half of Iowa’s Medicaid
population, the concerns surrounding our managed care system has immediate impacts on the health of our kids. 
 
Safety and Security: In 2015, 8,298 Iowa children were found by the state to be victims of abuse, and 5,918 children
were in foster care. Child welfare services intend to prevent or respond to abuse and neglect and provide for the
safety, permanence and well-being of children removed from homes. Yet too many children enter and remain in foster
care and do not have permanency in their lives. Each year, children age out of foster care with major barriers to
success, and current investments put much greater emphasis on placement than prevention. Additionally, the recent
deaths of Iowa youth adopted from the foster care system and the investigations that followed has raised concerns
about the capacity of our child protective services. 
 
Human Trafficking: In 2017, 40 percent of the victims in reported human trafficking cases in Iowa involved minors.
According to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, factors that make children particularly
vulnerable to trafficking include a history of abuse, patterns of running away, and an unstable home life or involvement
in the child welfare system. Perpetrators often target children, believing their age makes them easier to manipulate
and control, and recruit them in schools, parks and other public places, foster care or group homes, and through social
media. Yet human trafficking is still a largely hidden problem, and requires a heightened awareness to understand the
warning signs. Human trafficking can happen anywhere at any time and look different each time. 

BACKGROUND PROVIDED TO CANDIDATES




